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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 JAY RISK STANDARD OIL CO. SERVICE STATION 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Paradigm Collaboration LLC 
 177 E Colorado Boulevard, Unit 200 
 Pasadena, CA  91105 
 
 Michael S. Clairville  
 Declaration of Trust 
 4006 Somers Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90065 
 
APPLICANT: David Dellinger 
 Eagle Rock Historical Society 
 2225 Colorado Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90041 
 
PREPARER: Steven Luftman 
 1212 S. Orlando Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90035 
 
 
   

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 16, 2023 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
              agenda for login  
              information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The expiration date of 
February 18, 2023, is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-6496-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-6497-CE   
 
Location: 1659 West Colorado Boulevard 
Council District: 14 – de León 
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles 
Zoning: [Q]C4-1XL 
Land Use Designation: Neighborhood Commercial 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock 
Legal Description: Tract 4616, Lot FR 3 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect             Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
  
Attachments:           Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—October 27, 2022 
                                Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

● The Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station “exemplifies significant contributions to the 
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” as an 
excellent and very rare example of a 1919 service station in Eagle Rock that appears to be 
the oldest remaining service station in the city. It is also significant for its association with 
Route 66 as an automotive-serving business providing goods and services to the traveling 
public. 
 

● The Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station “embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent example of an early design 
for service stations. 

 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, 
city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 

SUMMARY 
 
The Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station is a one-story commercial building located on the 
north side of W. Colorado Boulevard between Mt. Royal Drive and Vincent Avenue in Eagle Rock. 
It was constructed in 1919 for Standard Oil of California, utilizing the “House with Canopy” 
vernacular service station design. In 1931, the subject structure was moved by John Milton ‘Jay’ 
Risk (1889-1963) from Standard Oil’s main plant and maintenance facility at 1726-1756 N. Spring 
Street, across from the Standard Oil Company Sales Department Building/Woman’s Building 
(1727 N. Spring St., HCM #1160), to its current location on Colorado Boulevard, which functioned 
as a segment of the U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) beginning around 1934. Standard Oil’s main plant 
and maintenance facility appears to have stored, sold, moved, and possibly constructed service 
stations and related buildings; it is unclear if the subject structure was an active service station 
from 1919 to 1931, but it served the Eagle Rock community as an oil service station from 1931 to 
1939. In 1939, the oil service station was converted into a fruit and vegetable market and later, 
beginning in 1947, it served as a plumbing office.  
 
The widespread use of the automobile came in the years just before the United States entered the 
First World War in 1917. Up until that time the passenger car was a luxury item. Overall, auto 
registration in Los Angeles County, numbering less than 20,000 in 1910, exceeded 100,000 by 
1920 and by 1930 had reached almost 800,000. The increase in popular ownership came about 
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through the development of an affordable car, specifically the Ford Model T, which was first 
introduced in 1908.  
 
Beginning in the early 1900s, there emerged new building types – from gas stations to drive-in 
restaurants – which served the motorist. However, the most numerous were gas stations. The 
result of the need to serve a large number of cars in a safe manner off the street, and the creation 
of an effective standardized pump, led to the emergence of the service station as a free-standing 
structure. The most important force behind the emergence of the free-standing service station was 
the oil industry. As early as 1905 some oil companies, such as Standard Oil of California, began 
experimenting with free-standing stations that sold only their brand of gasoline. Soon local 
investors constructed buildings and then contracted with the oil companies. By the First World War 
stations were being opened across the country at the rate of 1,200 per year. By the late 1920s gas 
stations had become one of the most common building types in the city. The number of gasoline 
stations of all types in Los Angeles increased from about 170 in 1920 to almost 700 by 1925, and 
to more than 1,500 by 1930. The result was that, by 1930, Los Angeles had an oversupply; many 
did not survive the Great Depression. Nonetheless, the modest filling station had established itself 
as the dominant form of automobile-derived architecture and it became the model for other auto-
oriented commercial building types. 
 
The Standard Oil Company was established by John D. Rockefeller in Ohio in 1870 and by the 
late 1870s, Standard Oil had become one of the largest companies in the world. The company first 
established itself in California by opening an office in San Francisco in 1878 and soon after 
acquired oil-related assets in Southern California. In 1907, Standard Oil of California introduced 
the first gasoline drive-up facility at its Seattle kerosene refinery. By the mid-1910s, the Standard 
Oil Company was the largest oil producer in the state, and a decade later, it was the leading 
gasoline marketer in the western United States. In 1914, Standard Oil acquired National Supply 
Stations, Inc.’s chain of 34 service stations which were located in the greater Los Angeles area, 
San Diego, San Francisco, and Oakland; the chain grew to 2,200 stations by 1925 with locations 
in Oregon and Washington state, as well as California. In 1926, the company purchased Pacific 
Oil Company, which increased its production capacity by nearly 50 percent. The company 
reorganized its corporate structure and assumed the new name Standard Oil Company of 
California, now known as the Chevron Corporation.  
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject structure is of steel-frame construction with sheet steel walls and 
a 15-foot canopy extending south. The roof is side gabled with standing seam metal cladding. The 
primary, south-facing façade features a centrally located entrance consisting of a wooden door 
with divided-lites between two large fixed multi-lite windows and is fronted by a canopy. The south 
edge of the canopy is supported by two steel I-beam posts and a simple steel skeletal structure 
forms an elegant arch, meeting in the center. The east- and west-facing façades feature two large, 
steel, divided-lite pivot windows. The rear, north-facing façade has a single, fixed divided-lite 
window on the east side, and a large door opening on the south side.  
 
John Milton ‘Jay’ Risk was born in Scotland, Missouri in 1889. He moved to Los Angeles in 1921, 
first working in shoe sales. In 1922, Risk opened a garage on Bunker Hill, at 709 W. 3rd Street, 
and in 1929 he married and moved to Eagle Rock. In 1931, he purchased the subject building from 
Standard Oil of California and moved it to its current location at 1659 W. Colorado Boulevard, a 
mile and a half from his home. It is not clear if Risk ran the service station when he moved it to 
Eagle Rock. As of the 1930 Census, he was listed as a manager of a radio shop, but from 1934 to 
1936, he was listed in the Los Angeles directory as an oil driller. The service station is listed as J 
M Risk 1659 Colorado under the Oil and Lubricants Dealer section of the directory during those 
years. Risk passed away in 1963. 
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The subject structure has experienced several alterations that include the removal of the wooden 
entrance door, the door on the rear, north-facing facade, and several steel, multi-lite windows at 
unknown dates. In addition, it lost its drive-through street access with the development of the 
surrounding business block in the mid-1950s.  
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject structure as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent and 
very rare example of a 1919 service station in Eagle Rock. It was also noted that this structure 
appears to be the oldest remaining service station building in the city.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria.  
 
It “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community” as an excellent and very rare example of a 1919 service station 
in Eagle Rock that illustrates early 20th century car-oriented commercial development. In great 
part because of the Ford Model T, which was introduced in 1908, the motor car became the 
dominant mode of transportation in Southern California in the 1920s. The impact of this can best 
be seen in buildings created to provide for the needs of the car and motorists, leading to new 
relationships with the street and surrounding buildings. Whereas earlier urban buildings had been 
set adjacent or close to each other to form a visually solid street wall, the automobile-influenced 
buildings stood alone, each surrounded by its own driveway and parking lot as exemplified by the 
subject property. Although the construction of the adjacent buildings in the 1950s blocked drive-
through access and the original curb cuts are no longer extant, car-oriented buildings from the 
early 20th century are increasingly rare, and the subject property appears to be the oldest 
remaining service station in the city.  
 
The subject property is also significant for its association with Route 66 as an automotive-serving 
business providing goods and services to the traveling public. Established in 1926, U.S. Highway 
66, more widely known as Route 66, was part of the first nationally designated highway system 
and was one of three Southern California east-west highways that extended from the Colorado 
River to the Pacific Coast. Sometime between 1934 and 1940, Route 66 was routed from 
Pasadena, over the Colorado Street Bridge, and through Eagle Rock along Colorado Boulevard 
and Eagle Rock Boulevard, past the subject property, to connect to the Downtown Los Angeles 
terminus. The highway played an important role as a migratory route that facilitated large 
population shifts from the East, Midwest, and Southwest into Southern California, and also served 
as a major corridor for tourists seeking to experience California and the Southwest. The presence 
of the highway led to substantial numbers of restaurants, motels, tourist courts, service garages, 
gas stations, and other tourist and auto businesses in direct response to traffic along the route. 
Automobile services including gas stations, automobile dealerships and garages, car washes, and 
service stations and drive-in markets, like the subject building, provided goods and services to the 
traveling public along Route 66, in addition to serving local and regional needs. The subject 
property conveys the history of Route 66 in Eagle Rock.  
 
Furthermore, the subject property “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, 
or method of construction” as an excellent example of an early design for service stations. The Jay 
Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station is one of the earliest gasoline station design forms known 
as the House with Canopy, which became the standard for service stations. Starting in 1914, 
Standard Oil of California pioneered the House with Canopy service station design and by the mid-
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1920s there were thousands of these Standard Oil stations in the western United States. This 
design form was later copied by other oil suppliers to distribute their products throughout the 
country. Standard Oil of California was storing, selling, moving, and possibly building these 
ubiquitous service stations from their Main Plant and Maintenance Facilities at 1726-1756 N. 
Spring Street and by 1925, there were over 250 of these service stations in the Los Angeles area 
alone. However, the subject property appears to be the last remaining example of the innovative 
House with Canopy design. 
 
Despite interior and exterior alterations over the years, the subject property retains a sufficient 
level of integrity of location, materials, design, feeling, and association to convey its significance.  
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station as an Historic-Cultural Monument 
in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and 
new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a 
categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was 
found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
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with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2022-6497-CE was prepared on November 7, 2022.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On September 9, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On October 
6, 2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On 
October 27, 2022, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kanner and 
Milofsky conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of 
Historic Resources. In accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on 
November 30, 2022, the owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission 
to act. With consent of the property owner, on December 1, 2022, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted to continue the final hearing to February 16, 2023. The expiration date of 
February 18, 2023, is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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 JAY RISK STANDARD OIL CO. SERVICE STATION 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Paradigm Collaboration LLC 
 177 E Colorado Boulevard, Unit 200 
 Pasadena, CA  91105 
 
 Michael S. Clairville  
 Declaration of Trust 
 4006 Somers Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90065 
 
APPLICANT: David Dellinger 
 Eagle Rock Historical Society 
 2225 Colorado Boulevard 
 Los Angeles, CA  90041 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: October 6, 2022 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  

 agenda for login  
 information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of October 9, 2022 per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-6496-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-6497-CE   
 
Location: 1659 West Colorado Boulevard 
Council District: 14 – de León 
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles 
Zoning: [Q]C4-1XL 
Land Use Designation: Neighborhood Commercial 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock 
Legal Description: Tract 4616, Lot FR 3 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station is a one-story commercial building located on the 
north side of W. Colorado Boulevard between Mt. Royal Drive and Vincent Avenue in Eagle Rock. 
It was constructed in 1919 for Standard Oil of California, utilizing the “House with Canopy” 
vernacular service station design. In 1931, the subject structure was moved by John Milton ‘Jay’ 
Risk (1889-1963) from Standard Oil’s main plant and maintenance facility at 1726-1756 N. Spring 
Street, across from the Standard Oil Company Sales Department Building/Woman’s Building 
(1727 N. Spring St., HCM #1160), to its current location on Colorado Boulevard, which functioned 
as a segment of the U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) beginning around 1934. Standard Oil’s main 
plant and maintenance facility appears to have stored, sold, moved, and possibly constructed 
service stations and related buildings; it is unclear if the subject structure was an active service 
station from 1919 to 1931, but it served the Eagle Rock community as an oil service station from 
1931 to 1939. In 1939, the oil service station was converted into a fruit and vegetable market and 
later, beginning in 1947, it served as a plumbing office.  
 
The widespread use of the automobile came in the years just before the United States entered 
the First World War in 1917. Up until that time the passenger car was a luxury item. Overall, auto 
registration in Los Angeles County, numbering less than 20,000 in 1910, exceeded 100,000 by 
1920 and by 1930 had reached almost 800,000. The increase in popular ownership came about 
through the development of an affordable car, specifically the Ford Model T, which was first 
introduced in 1908.  
 
Beginning in the early 1900s, there emerged new building types – from gas stations to drive-in 
restaurants – which served the motorist. However, the most numerous were gas stations. The 
result of the need to serve a large number of cars in a safe manner off the street, and the creation 
of an effective standardized pump, led to the emergence of the service station as a free-standing 
structure. The most important force behind the emergence of the free-standing service station 
was the oil industry. As early as 1905 some oil companies, such as Standard Oil of California, 
began experimenting with free-standing stations that sold only their brand of gasoline. Soon local 
investors constructed buildings and then contracted with the oil companies. By the First World 
War stations were being opened across the country at the rate of 1,200 per year. By the late 
1920s gas stations had become one of the most common building types in the city. The number 
of gasoline stations of all types in Los Angeles increased from about 170 in 1920 to almost 700 
by 1925, and to more than 1,500 by 1930. The result was that, by 1930, Los Angeles had an 
oversupply; many did not survive the Great Depression. Nonetheless, the modest filling station 
had established itself as the dominant form of automobile-derived architecture and it became the 
model for other auto-oriented commercial building types. 
 
The Standard Oil Company was established by John D. Rockefeller in Ohio in 1870 and by the 
late 1870s, Standard Oil had become one of the largest companies in the world. The company 
first established itself in California by opening an office in San Francisco in 1878 and soon after 
acquired oil-related assets in Southern California. In 1907, Standard Oil of California introduced 
the first gasoline drive-up facility at its Seattle kerosene refinery. By the mid-1910s, the Standard 
Oil Company was the largest oil producer in the state, and a decade later, it was the leading 
gasoline marketer in the western United States. In 1914, Standard Oil acquired National Supply 
Stations, Inc.’s chain of 34 service stations which were located in the greater Los Angeles area, 
San Diego, San Francisco, and Oakland; the chain grew to 2,200 stations by 1925 with locations 
in Oregon and Washington state, as well as California. In 1926, the company purchased Pacific 
Oil Company, which increased its production capacity by nearly 50 percent. The company 
reorganized its corporate structure and assumed the new name Standard Oil Company of 
California, now known as the Chevron Corporation.  
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Rectangular in plan, the subject structure is of steel-frame construction with sheet steel walls and 
a 15-foot canopy extending south. The roof is side-gabled with standing seam metal cladding. 
The primary, south-facing façade features a centrally located entrance consisting of a wooden 
door with divided-lites between two large fixed multi-lite windows and is fronted by a canopy.The 
south edge of the canopy is supported by two steel I-beam posts and a simple steel skeletal 
structure forms an elegant arch, meeting in the center. The east- and west-facing façades feature 
two large, steel, divided-lite pivot windows. The rear, north-facing façade has a single, fixed 
divided-lite window on the east side, and a large door opening on the south side.  
 
John Milton ‘Jay’ Risk was born in Scotland, Missouri in 1889. He moved to Los Angeles in 1921, 
first working in shoe sales. In 1922, Risk opened a garage on Bunker Hill, at 709 W. 3rd Street, 
and in 1929 he married and moved to Eagle Rock. As of the 1930 Census, Risk was listed as a 
manager of a radio shop, but from 1934 to 1936, he was listed in the Los Angeles directory as an 
oil driller. He passed away in 1963. 
 
The subject structure has experienced several alterations that include the removal of the wooden 
entrance door, the door on the rear, north-facing facade, and several steel, multi-lite windows at 
unknown dates. In addition, it lost its drive-through street access with the development of the 
surrounding business block in the mid 1950s.  
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject structure as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent and 
very rare example of a 1919 service station in Eagle Rock. It was also noted that this structure 
appears to be the oldest remaining service station building in the city.  
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On September 9, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of October 9, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

Ϯ. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

ϯ. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘
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Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station / 1659 West Colorado Boulevard 

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet 

A. Property Description  

Site 

The property at 1659 W. Colorado Blvd. (subject building) contains a single room service station with canopy. 
The property occupies a rectangular parcel of 3,002.8 square feet, situated in the Eagle Rock area of Northeast 
Los Angeles. It is on the north side Colorado Blvd. between Vincent Ave. to the east and Mt. Royal Dr. to the 
west. An alley runs north of the property, parallel to Colorado Blvd.  

The block is composed primarily of one- and two-story commercial buildings. The earliest buildings on the 
south side of the block were constructed in the early 1920s. With the exception of the subject building, the 
north side of the block was built from the late 1940s to the late 1950s. A tree planted medium runs down the 
center of Colorado Blvd, replacing the Los Angeles Railway streetcar line that ran east on Colorado to the 
terminus at Townsend Ave. (one-block east of the subject building) until 1948.   

The area's topography is generally flat along the Colorado Blvd. business district, but slopes higher to the north 
as the streets rise toward the Verdugo Mountains. This section of Colorado Blvd generally adheres to a 
rectilinear street grid that is oriented toward the cardinal directions.  

With the exception of Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station, the buildings along Colorado Blvd. have little 
to no setbacks from the sidewalk. The subject service station is set back 13 feet from the sidewalk. 1659 W. 
Colorado Blvd. has vehicular access from Colorado Blvd. via a curb-cut driveway. The subject building is placed 
close to the east property line, and is set seven feet from the west property line. The west side-yard, the setback 
from the sidewalk, and the vehicle service area under the canopy is paved in asphalt. Behind the subject building, 
to the north, a rear yard consumes two-thirds of the property. The majority of the yard is approximately five-
feet below the level of the alley north of the subject property, as the alley is at a higher elevation than Colorado. 
The rear-yard is accessed via nine concrete stairs along the northwest corner of the yard. The rear yard is mostly 
paved with unfinished terracotta tiles, and enclosed within a vertical-board wood fence. 

Exterior 

Originally built in 1919 and moved to the current site at 1659 W. Colorado Blvd. in 1931, Jay Risk Standard Oil 
Co. Service Station is a 14’ by 14’ steel building, with a canopy extending 15’ south of the building from the 
roof. This form of service station design has become known as “House with a Canopy”. 

The overall plan is rectangular, including the canopy. The “house” part of the building consists of a steel-
framed, sheet steel-walled, single room office in a simple vernacular style. There are large steel divided-light 
windows on all four sides of the building. The front street-facing façade features a centrally located doorway, 
between two large fixed divided-light windows. The wooden door, which has recently been removed from its 
frame, is divided into nine panels. The panels were originally glass, but have been replaced with a single plywood 
backing. 

The east and west façades feature one large fenestration on each wall. The single opening is filled with two large, 
steel, divided 12-light windows. The rear window units on the east and west façades are pivot windows, that 
swing open horizontally from the center of the top two-thirds of the unit. The north façade at the rear features a 
single fixed divided 12-light window on the east side, and a large door opening on the south side. The rear door 
is missing.  



The building features a standing seam metal roof with an open side-gable roof reaching a height of 12 feet at the 
ridge. The ridge runs east-west. On the north and south side of the roof-ridge are brackets that originally held 
the Standard Oil of California sign. The canopy continues forward, toward Colorado Blvd. from the roof.  

The south edge of the canopy is supported by two steel I-beam posts. The posts are located at the southwest 
and southeast corners of the canopy. A simple steel skeletal structure forms an elegant arch, meeting in the 
center of the south edge of the canopy. 

Alterations  

There are no building permits for alterations from the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 
(LADBS). The building’s appearance shows that Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station is currently in a 
state of semi-disassembly. Both the front and rear doors have been removed. Three of the seven multi-light 
steel window units have been removed from their fenestration. The window units appear to be leaning against 
a wall on site, and we have been told the doors are being safely stored off-site.  

The service area under the canopy lost its drive-through street access with the development of the block in 
the late 1940s.  

Character-Defining Features 

Site 

• Setting on the historic Eagle Rock construction alignment of U. S. Highway 66 (Route 66)  
• 13-foot setback from the sidewalk 
• Vehicle service area under the canopy paved in asphalt 

Exterior 

• Rectangular building in plan 
• Single room building in a simple vernacular style 
• Steel frame 
• Sheet steel walls 
• Side-gabled roof 
• Standing seam steel roof 
• Standing seam steel canopy extending forward from roof 
• Roof-ridge brackets that originally held the Standard Oil of California sign 
• Large, steel, divided-light windows on all four sides of the building 
• Pivot windows on east and west elevations 
• Centrally located front doorway 
• Two steel I-beams post forming skeletal structure arch supporting south-edge of the canopy 
• Reflects corporate design associated with Standard Oil of California 

Interior 

• Visible steel structure 
• Concrete foundation floor 

 
  



B. Statement of Significance 

Summary 

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument (HCM):  

It reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, and social history of the nation, state and community.  

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural-type specimen inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, or 
method of construction.  

Built in 1919, the one-room service station at 1659 W. Colorado Blvd. was originally constructed on Spring 
Street in Downtown Los Angeles. It was moved to its current site in 1931.1  

It is a rare surviving example of a type of groundbreaking and influential construction and form that became the 
standard for service stations from the early development of service stations.  

Starting in 1914, Standard Oil of California pioneered this design as the standardization of the service station. By 
the mid-1920s there were thousands of these Standard Oil stations in the western United States. The form, 
which became known as “House with Canopy” was copied by other oil suppliers to distribute their products 
throughout the country. 

It represents the early era (1914-1930s) of service station design in general, and more specifically it reflects the 
corporate design associated with Standard Oil of California pioneering design standardization that served as part 
of its larger branding program.  

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station illustrates the evolution of the gas/service station as a significant 
commercial building type related to the automobile and Los Angeles’ flourishing car culture. The subject 
building shows how a building type’s design and site layout are shaped by accommodation to the needs of 
automobile as well as the stylistic and economic trends of the day.2 

Additionally, the subject building is significant for its association with U. S. Highway 66 (Route 66) during the 
Eagle Rock construction alignment. It was an automotive serving business providing goods and services to the 
traveling public along U.S. Highway 66, in addition to serving local and regional needs.3 

 
1 City of Los Angeles, "Historic Resources Survey Report, Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area," ed. Office of Historic 

Resources Department of City Planning, SurveyLA (Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles, 2017). 

2 "Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1970," ed. Office of Historic Resources Department of City 

Planning, LOS ANGELES CITYWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT 

Context: COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT, 1850-1980 (Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles, August 2016). 

3 United States of America, "National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, U.S. Highway 66 in 

California," ed. Department of the Interior (United States2011). 



In 2013, the SurveyLA citywide historic resources inventory identified the subject building as an “Excellent and 
very rare example of a 1919 service station in Eagle Rock; this property appears to be the oldest remaining 
service station building in the city.”  

SurveyLA gave it the following California Historic Resources Status Codes: 

• 3S: Appears eligible for National Register as an individual property through SurveyLA or other survey 
evaluation 

• 3CS: Appears eligible for California Register as an individual property through SurveyLA or other 
survey evaluation 

• 5S3: Appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through SurveyLA or other 
survey evaluation  

The subject service station is also noted within the description of the Eagle Rock community in Gebhard and 
Winter’s seminal guidebook, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.4  

Eagle Rock Development5 

The subject building is located within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area (CPA). The area was 
home to the Chumash and Tongva people. 6 In 1784, three years after the nearby El Pueblo de Los Angeles 
was founded, Spanish Governor Pedro Fages granted all the lands between the Los Angeles River and the 
Arroyo Seco, including the area now known as Eagle Rock, to Jose Maria Verdugo. The Rancho San Rafael, 
as it was known, covered approximately 36,000 acres. 

Located in the northern portion of the CPA, Eagle Rock is situated between the Verdugo Hills to the north, the 
City of Pasadena to the east, Highland Park and Glassell Park to the south, and the City of Glendale to the west. 
The area is traversed by the Glendale (2) Freeway, Eagle Rock Boulevard, and Figueroa Street, which run north-
south; and the Ventura (134) Freeway, Colorado Boulevard, and York Boulevard, which run east-west.  

When Alfred Chapman and Andrew Glassell began to subdivide their Rancho San Rafael land, one of the 
largest parcels was purchased by Benjamin Dreyfus and subsequently acquired by a consortium led by Charles 
Watts, who also founded the community of Watts in South Los Angeles. This parcel included the 8,000 acres 
which today encompasses the majority of Eagle Rock. The remainder of the land comprising present-day Eagle 
Rock – the area between Loleta Avenue to the west and the Arroyo Seco to the east – was purchased by 
Prudent Beaudry, a real estate developer and one-time mayor of Los Angeles, then resold to Alexander Robert 
Campbell-Johnston and later subdivided by his heirs. In its early days, Eagle Rock was an agricultural 
community which produced fruit, vegetables, and flowers. By the end of the 19th century truck farms, including 
the Gates Strawberry Ranch, covered much of the area.  

The expansion of the rail system transformed the settlement into a thriving residential community. In 1906, the 
Los Angeles Railway completed the Eagle Rock line, connecting Eagle Rock to downtown Los Angeles. Local 
rail extensions like these made it feasible for downtown workers to commute from outlying communities. As a 

 
4 K. Bernstein and S. Schafer, Preserving Los Angeles: How Historic Places Can Transform America's Cities (Angel City Press, 2021); D. 

Gebhard, R. Winter, and R. Inman, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles (Angel City Press, 2018). 

5 Excerpted from City of Los Angeles, "Historic Resources Survey Report, Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area." 

6 "Native Land Digital," Native Land Digital, https://native-land.ca. 



result, home sites situated near the rail lines became highly desirable, and the announcement of the forthcoming 
rail line motivated the subdivision of many residential tracts in the area. Additional lines included a local line 
which ran to Glendale and Montrose, and a line along Figueroa Street to Eagle Rock to supply the Edison 
power station and serve the area known as Eagle Rock Park. 

With the arrival of an expanded transportation network after the turn-of-the-20th century, the character of 
Eagle Rock began to evolve away from its agricultural origins toward a more suburban residential community. 
Farmland started to be subdivided into residential tracts as early as 1903, when the Gates Strawberry Ranch 
lands were parceled into single-family lots. Concurrently, new civic and commercial buildings were constructed 
to meet the demands of the growing community. The Edwards & Wildey Building, constructed in 1915, served 
as the hub of the burgeoning commercial district at the intersection of Eagle Rock and Colorado Boulevards 
and spurred further commercial construction. New social service institutions and social groups were also 
established; one of the best remaining examples of their facilities is the Eagle Rock Women’s Twentieth Century 
Club (HCM #537, National Register listed), constructed in 1914.  

In 1911, the community of Eagle Rock incorporated as an independent city. A post office soon followed in 
1912, along with the Eagle Rock Library (HCM #292), completed in 1916 with a Carnegie grant. For the first 
few years, Eagle Rock’s city hall was housed in a commercial building on Eagle Rock Boulevard (then called 
Central Avenue). A dedicated City Hall building (HCM #59) was not completed until 1922, and originally 
included the fire and police departments. One of the most significant catalysts for development also took place 
during this period: the relocation of Occidental College from Highland Park to its present location in Eagle 
Rock. Founded in 1887, the institution outgrew several smaller facilities before establishing a permanent campus 
in 1914, designed by noted architect Myron Hunt.  

The new city continued to grow as Eagle Rock experienced the effects of Southern California’s population 
boom in the early 1920s. By 1923, the population of Eagle Rock had ballooned from 600 to approximately 
2,500. That same year, with the threat of an inadequate water supply and the promise of an upgraded school 
system, city residents voted to consolidate with the City of Los Angeles. With the resultant increase in 
construction, new residential neighborhoods were established. One of the more upscale neighborhoods was 
located along Hill Drive overlooking the Eagle Rock Valley. Eagle Rock became a cultural enclave of sorts, 
attracting a number of visual artists, as well as writer John Steinbeck. Mr. Steinbeck lived in Eagle Rock for 
extended periods during the 1920s and 1930s while visiting his close friend Carlton Sheffield. Mr. Sheffield was 
a professor of journalism at Occidental College.7  

In the 1930s, Colorado Boulevard functioned as a segment of Route 66, and many automobile-related 
businesses and travel facilities were constructed along the corridor, including hotels, restaurants, service stations 
and auto courts.  

Much of Eagle Rock’s built environment reflects its development in the early 20th century, with a handful of 
farmhouses dating from the 1880s and 1890s. The neighborhood is dominated by single-family residential 
development, with few multi- family properties, primarily bungalow courts. Common architectural styles include 
Craftsman, American Colonial Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival, and a few notable 
examples of Mid-Century Modernism. Commercial development is largely concentrated along automobile 

 
7 Tim Sanders, "The Faster Master Plaster Casters, Adventures of John Steinbeck in Eagle Rock," Eagle Rock Valley Historical 

Society, https://www.eaglerockhistory.org/articles/faster-master-plaster-casters/. 



corridors and former streetcar lines, such as Broadway, Eagle Rock Boulevard, and York Boulevard, as well as a 
segment of historic Route 66 along Colorado Boulevard.  

The Automobile and Los Angeles8 

It is impossible to understand Angeleno architecture of the twentieth century without considering the impact 
of the automobile. This impact can best be seen in those buildings created to provide for the needs of the car. 

Beginning in the early 1900s, there emerged new building types – from gas stations to drive-in restaurants – 
which served the motorist. These new building types led to new relationships with the street and surrounding 
buildings. The automobile produced buildings that stood alone, each surrounded by its own driveway and 
parking lot. The idea of a wall of unified background buildings, broken in places by a foreground building 
sitting in isolated splendor, no longer fit the increasingly auto-oriented city.  

Utilitarian designers accepted the car as a given and tried to devise building forms that directly served its 
needs. They had little concern for architectural flourish or the larger urban setting. At its best, the utilitarian 
approach resulted in well-proportioned and crisply detailed industrial-style structures. 

The sprawling nature of greater Los Angeles was actually the product of an earlier system of transportation, 
the interurban railroad. The development of the interurban, beginning in the late 1800s and reaching its peak 
with the Pacific Electric network in the early 1900s, allowed the residents of the city and its surrounding 
suburbs to spread out over the flatlands. Yet this was still a settlement pattern of clusters around interurban 
stops. Large expanses of vacant land sat between these settlements. It was the automobile that allowed 
Angelenos to fill in the expanses. 

The widespread use of the automobile came in the years just before the United States entered the First World 
War in 1917. Up until that time the passenger car was a luxury item. Registration of passenger cars in Los 
Angeles County grew from 20,000 in 1910 to more than 100,000 in 1920, and almost 800,000 by 1930. The 
increase in popular ownership came about through the development of an affordable car, specifically the 
Ford Model T.  

The Model T was first introduced in 1908. By the end of the First World War, in 1918, Ford had half the 
market for automobiles in the United States, and by 1920 every other motor car in the world was a Model T. 

In great part because of the Model T, the 1920s were the years during which the motor car became the 
dominant mode of transportation in Southern California.  

The increasing presence of the car after the First World War caused Los Angeles to rethink the nature of its 
street system. There were some major early thoroughfares laid out by both the city and the county, 
particularly after the Board of Supervisors issued $3.5 million in bonds for road construction in 1909. 
Typically, streets had been created by subdividers, with the higher-priced developments having some kind of 
hard surface provided. Otherwise, property owners created improvement districts of their own to finance the 
grading and surfacing of their streets. Between 1904 and 1914 Los Angeles was able to improve nearly 500 

 
8 Excerpted from City of Los Angeles, "Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1970." With additional 

information 



miles of streets. These included hundreds of residential lanes and such north-south and east-west arteries as 
Central Avenue, Vermont Avenue, Adams Boulevard and Pico Boulevard. These routes were generally thirty 
to fifty feet wide and topped by a firm surface. By 1915 all of the main thoroughfares had paving of some 
sort. 

These improvements were soon overwhelmed by the increase in car ownership during the early 1920s. This 
increase prompted community leaders to hire the firm of landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted in 1924 
to prepare a survey of conditions and recommendations for the improvement of the city’s streets, and to 
introduce the idea for a network of parkways. This study, entitled A Major Traffic Street Plan for Los Angeles was 
comprehensive, reaching south to Hyde Park and 110th Street, with Beverly Hills as the western edge, and to 
the southwest as far as Culver City. Of immediate importance was how the plan differentiated between local 
and arterial streets. Local streets served neighborhood residents and businesses, while arterial streets allowed 
traffic to move from one neighborhood or district to another.9 

The funding for the Olmsted plan was justified to the public as the best way to accommodate the increasing 
number of cars. During the next six years, Los Angeles worked to carry out the widening and straightening 
recommended by the Olmsted Plan, and by the first years of the Great Depression of the 1930s, most of 
these arterial routes had been reconfigured as major distribution streets. These improved arterials were also 
designated for commerce. The first comprehensive zoning ordinance was drafted in 1925. Business was 
relegated both to its traditional downtown district and to the major distribution streets identified in the plan. 

An automobile-centered architecture began to emerge where businesses could stretch out along these arterial 
streets, such as Colorado Boulevard, and provide their mobilized customers plenty of space. 

U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66)10  

During the 1930s Route 66 was routed from Pasadena, over the Colorado Street Bridge, through Eagle Rock. 
The Highway went west on Colorado Blvd., and south on Eagle Rock Boulevard to connect to the 
Downtown Los Angeles terminus. Documentation gives the dates ranging from 1934 until 1940 for this 
alignment for Route 66.11 

 
9 "Silver Lake Texaco Service Station Historic-Cultural Monument Application Chc-2018-2846-Hcm," ed. Office of Historic 

Resources Department of City Planning (Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles, 2018). 

10 Excerpted from United States of America, "National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, U.S. 

Highway 66 in California." With additional information. 

11 The Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program, under the U. S. Dept. of the Interior, lists the dates of the Eagle Rock alignment as 

1934-1936. The U.S. Highway 66 in California Multiple Property Documentation Form lists the alignment as 1938-1940. Scott 

Piotrowski's book, Finding the Mother Road, lists 1934 as the Eagle Rock alignment. The website TheRoute-66.com Online Travel Guide lists 

the date as 1935. S. R. Piotrowski, Finding the End of the Mother Road: Route 66 in Los Angeles County (66 Productions, 2005); United States 

of America, "National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, U.S. Highway 66 in California."; "1935 

Alignment through Eagle Rock," Road Trip Journeys, https://www.theroute-66.com/los-angeles.html#eagle66; United States of 

America, "Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program, Letter. Kaisa Barthuli," ed. Department of the Interior (Santa Fe, New 

Mexico2022). 



Established in 1926, U.S. Highway 66 was part of the first nationally designated highway system and was one 
of 13 original U.S. Highways designated in California. It was one of three Southern California east-west 
highways that extended from the Colorado River to the Pacific Coast.  

The Highway played an important role as a migratory route that facilitated large population shifts from the 
East, Midwest, and Southwest into Southern California. From the time of its designation as a part of the U.S. 
Highway system in 1926, U.S. Highway 66 served as a main route for those seeking a warmer climate in the 
1920s Sunshine Migration; jobs in agriculture and industry in the midst of the Great Depression during the 
1930s; and employment in the defense industries leading up to and during World War II and during the 
postwar period. These migrations made this part of the country, particularly Southern California, one of the 
fastest growing parts of the country in the first half of the twentieth century. These waves of western 
migration were important in reshaping California, especially Southern California and the Los Angeles basin, in 
terms of demographics, culture, and growth. 

U.S. Highway 66 also served as a major corridor for tourists seeking to experience California and the 
Southwest, and provided a transportation system for local and regional residents.  

The presence of the highway led to substantial numbers of restaurants, motels, tourist courts, service garages, 
gas stations, and other tourist and auto businesses in direct response to traffic along the route. In the urban 
Los Angeles basin roughly contained within Los Angeles County, commercial development along the route 
served the traveling public along U.S. Highway 66, which become more dispersed as migrants and tourist 
reached the end of the route, and also provided goods and services to the large numbers of local residents. 
The pattern of commercial development seen in auto and tourism businesses due to their close proximity to 
U.S. Highway 66 provides an important representation of the commercial development.  

Automobile services, including gas stations, service stations, automobile dealerships and garages, car washes, 
and drive-in markets, like the subject building are significant for providing goods and services to the traveling 
public along U.S. Highway 66, in addition to serving local and regional needs.  

All alignments of Route 66 are important, as they tell the full story of the highway including engineering, 
construction, social, commercial and other developmental history of the road.12  

Early Gasoline Station Building Forms  

The subject building is of one the earliest gasoline station design forms, known as the House with Canopy. 

Early automobile owners typically obtained fuel through local wholesale distributors associated with automobile-
related businesses. These businesses distributed gasoline often purchased at livery and dry goods stores in crude 
containers that allowed the product to be funneled into automobile tanks.13  

 
12 "Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program, Letter. Kaisa Barthuli." 

13 John A. Jakle, "The American Gasoline Station,  1920 to 1970," Journal of American Culture 1, no. 3 (1978); J. A. Jakle and K. A. 

Sculle, The Gas Station in America, Creating the North American Landscape (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994); Janna Baron, 

"Gassing Up. A 20th-Century Form, the Gas Station Evolved," Preservation Eastern Newsletter 4, no. 2 (1997); R. Francis, Black Gold in 

California: The Story of California Petroleum Industry, Industry Series (Historical Publishing Network, 2016). 



In 1907, Standard Oil of California introduced the first gasoline drive-up facility at its Seattle kerosene refinery. 
In 1909 the American Gasoline Company of St. Louis, a Shell agent, built the first “drive-in” station to be 
located apart from bulk plant facilities. Central Oil Co of Flint, Michigan built the first structure specially 
designed for gasoline distribution in 1910. 

The Curbside. The term filling station first applied to curbside pumps. These “stations” were installed along 
streets in front of grocery, hardware, and other stores. 

The Shed. The first off-street, drive-in gasoline stations took the form of a small shed. The sheds housed 
automotive oil, grease, and equipment. 

The House. The early curbside and shed-type filling stations were generally located around the central business 
districts. As oil companies expanded distribution, they invested in neighborhood service stations on residential 
streets.  These service station was made to look like a small house to blend in, reducing neighborhood 
opposition. 

The House with Canopy. The addition of a canopy integrated into the roof of the small house or cottage 
produced another distinctive type of gasoline station, allowing service in inclement weather. 

Standard Oil of California Service Station (now Chevron) 

The Standard Oil Trust, created by John D. Rockefeller in 1863, owned some 90 percent of the nation’s refinery 
capacity and controlled some 85 percent of the total petroleum market when it was dissolved under the 
Sherman Antitrust Act. The Trust was divided into 34 separate companies, and Standard Oil of California was 
one of the seven biggest companies, which were known as the "Seven Sisters". They dominated the world oil 
industry in the early 20th century.14 

Standard of California launched its chain of look-alike gasoline stations in 1914, largely in response to 
competition from Shell. Standard first tried to establish a chain of four stations in 1912, but was denied 
permission by the City of Los Angeles on the grounds that they would be hazardous and unsightly and reduce 
property values in the city. In 1914 Standard acquired National Supply Stations, Inc.’s chain of 34 stations. The 
service stations were located in the greater Los Angeles area, San Diego, San Francisco, and Oakland. The chain 
grew to 2,200 stations by 1925 with locations in Oregon and Washington state, as well as California.15 

The National Supply Stations took the same basic form as the subject building, a simple 12 x 15 walled in glass 
with a canopy extending over pumps, they were painted red, white, and blue (Chevron, Standard Oil of 
California’s successor company, still uses red, white, and blue as their corporate identity colors.). There are two 
primary differences between the original 1914 stations and the subject model that was first introduced in 1918: 

 
14 Jakle, "The American Gasoline Station,  1920 to 1970."; Jakle and Sculle, The Gas Station in America. 

15 The Gas Station in America. 



the 1914 version was wood construction, whereas the 1918 model was steel, and the canopy was supported by a 
single post, while the 1918 version has two posts supporting the canopy.16 

The Standard Oil of California form became the prevailing design form for the service station of the early 
1920s.17 

Standard Oil of California was storing, selling, moving, and possibly building these ubiquitous services stations 
from their Main Plant and Maintenance Facilities at 1726-1756 N. Spring St., across Spring Street from the 
Standard Oil Company Sales Department Building/Woman’s Building (1727 N. Spring St., HCM 1160).  There 
are permits for moving 36 buildings from the facility; 13 appear to be the same type as the subject building. By 
1925 there appears to be over 250 of these stations in the Los Angeles area alone. This is the last remaining 
example of this innovative design.18  

Development of the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station  

J M. Risk is listed as the owner on the 1931 building moving permit. John Milton Risk (1889-1963), known as 
Jay, was born in Scotland, Missouri. He moved to Los Angeles in 1921, first working in shoe sales. In 1922 Mr. 
Risk opened a garage on Bunker Hill, at 709 W. 3rd St. At the time he was living in a four-flat in Silver Lake, at 
1277 Elysian Park Ave.19 

In 1929 he married, and moved to a home in Eagle Rock two blocks from Occidental College, at 2116 
Ridgeview Ave. In 1931 he purchased the subject building from Standard Oil of California and moved it to its 
current location at 1659 W. Colorado Blvd., a mile and a half from his home. 

When Jay Risk moved the service station to Eagle Rock, the entire north side of the block was undeveloped. As 
there were no buildings on the block, the service station could operate as it was designed to: cars could pull up 
under the canopy, get served, and then pull out onto Colorado Blvd. The lots on either side of the subject 
property remained undeveloped until 1949. 

It is not clear if Mr. Risk ran the service station when he moved it to Eagle Rock; in the 1930 Census he listed 
his profession as manager of a radio shop. Jay Risk is listed in the Los Angeles directory in the years of 1934 to 
1936 as an oil driller, and the service station is listed as J M Risk 1659 Colorado under the Oil and Lubricants 
Dealer section of the directory during those years. 

 
16 Jakle, "The American Gasoline Station,  1920 to 1970."; Jakle and Sculle, The Gas Station in America; Baron, "Gassing Up. A 20th-

Century Form, the Gas Station Evolved."; City of Los Angeles, "Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1970."; 

California Standard Oil Company of, Bulletin - Standard Oil Company of California (Standard Oil Company of California., 1918). 

17 City of Los Angeles, "Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1970," 25. 

18 Standard Oil of California, "The Best Buy in Town," Los Angeles Times, February 8 1925. 

19 LADBS 25426 December 1, 1931; We were not able to accurately trace the ownership records for the property prior to 1959 due to 

Los Angeles County Covid-19 restrictions and a broken water pipe at the Los Angeles County Map Book Archives. 



Clyde A. Brown advertised the station starting in April 1932, shortly after it was moved to Eagle Rock. Mr. 
Brown is also listed as running the station in the Los Angeles directory from 1932-1933.20  

William R. Sykes ran the subject service station starting in 1938. Mr. Sykes manufactured and sold Travel-Eze 
trailers as well as installing “Lecos”. Lecos were advertised as a mechanical marvel that could give you 40 
mpg. Additionally, William Sykes offered to re-silver the reflectors in your car’s headlights.21 

In late January 1939 Ernest B. Ames, a local rancher, opened the Stop & Shop fruit and vegetable market at 
the subject building. Sometime around 1947 George Clairville purchased the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. 
Service Station and used it as an office for his plumbing company. In 1949 Mr. Clairville built a modern office 
and home next door at 1655 W. Colorado Blvd. Over the following decades the Clairville family expanded 
the building at 1655 W. Colorado Blvd., but left the subject building untouched. In February 2022 the 
Clairville family sold both 1659 and 1655 W. Colorado Blvd to Paradigm Collaboration LLC.22 

Period of Significance 

The period of significance for the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station is defined as 1919 for its 
significance as an example of one of the earliest extant gas/service station in Los Angeles., reflecting the year 
of the building’s construction. The period of significance for the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station as 
an example of the evolution of the gas/service station as a significant commercial building type related to the 
automobile and Los Angeles’ flourishing car culture is defined as 1919 to 1939, when the subject building use 
was changed from automotive service to fruit stand.  

The period of significance for the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station for its association with the Eagle 
Rock construction alignment of U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) is defined as 1934 to 1939, when the building’s 
use was changed from automotive service to fruit stand. 

  

 
20 "C. A. Brown Buys out Oil Service," Eagle Rock Advertiser, May 6 1932. 

21 "Leco Saves," Highland Park News-Herald, January 9 1939. 

22 "Market’s Opening Decided Success," Eagle Rock Advertiser, January 26 1939. 



Integrity 

As the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station appears unaltered, it retains a high degree of integrity. 
Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance and is defined as the “authenticity of a 
property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the 
property’s prehistoric or historic period.”23 The aspects of integrity, as defined by the National Park Service, 
are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

• Location: The subject building was built in 1919, and moved to the current location in 1931. As its 
current location became an alignment of U. S. Route 66, the building gains additional significance in 
this aspect of integrity. 

• Design: The subject property retains most of its character-defining features from its period of 
construction, and therefore is able to convey its historic significance as an early example of a house 
with a canopy service station. With the exception of the missing signage and driveway access, the 
exterior remains unchanged from its original construction, and retains its character-defining features.  

• Setting: The property is located along the 1934 to 1940 alignment of U. S. Highway 66 in the Eagle 
Rock neighborhood of Los Angeles, amongst other Route 66 serving businesses along the corridor, 
including hotels, restaurants, service stations and auto courts.  
 

• Materials: The subject building has recently been partially disassembled, with the removal of doors 
and windows. Most of these material remain on site. The building’s primary structure remains 
unaltered, dating to its period of significance. Because the property retains almost all of its materials 
from the time of its construction, this element of integrity remains highly intact. 

• Workmanship: The subject property’s original workmanship is still evident through its overall 
construction method and materials. The property retains its integrity of workmanship. 

• Feeling: The property retains almost all of its essential character-defining features and appearance 
from its historical period. As such, the building retains integrity of feeling. 

• Association: Though the building no longer operates as a service station, the subject property 

appears almost exactly as it did when it was first constructed by Standard Oil of California in 1919. 

Thus, it retains integrity of association.  

 

  

 
23 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form 

(Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1997), 4. 
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Exhibit 2a. Vicinity Map 



Magenta star indicates the subject building at 1659 W Colorado Blvd.  (Apple 2022)

★



Exhibit 2b. Tract Map



Tract 4616 was subdivided in 1921, page 1 of 2. The Magenta outline indicates the future location of the Jay Risk Standard Oil Co Service Station.  
Royal Drive was renamed Mt. Royal Drive, Virginia Avenue was renamed Vincent Ave.



Tract 4616 page 2 of 2, subject property is on page 1.



Exhibit 2c. Sanborn Maps



1930 Sanborn Map Co. The magenta outline indicates the future location of Jay Risk Standard Oil Co Service Station. 
A year before Mr. Risk moved the subject building to the site, the block was undeveloped.



1930 Sanborn Map Co. The magenta outline indicates the developed blocks across the street from the subject property. 



1951 Sanborn Map Co. The magenta outline indicates the location of Jay Risk Standard Oil Co Service Station, 
twenty years after the subject building was moved to 1651 W. Colorado Ave. 



1906 Sanborn Map Co. The magenta outline indicates the location of  Standard Oil Co. of California  
Maintenance Facilities 1726-1756 N. Spring St.



1950 Sanborn Map Co. The magenta outline indicates the location of  Standard Oil Co. of California  
Maintenance Facilities 1726-1756 N. Spring St.



Exhibit 3. Satellite Photographs



The magenta outline indicates the subject property. (Apple 2022)



Exhibit 4. Building Permits 

Exhibit 4a. Building Permit 1659 W. Colorado Blvd. 

Exhibit 4b. Select Building Permit 1655 W. Colorado Blvd. 

Exhibit 4c. List of Building Moving Permits—to and from— 
Standard Oil of California Maintenance Facilities 
1726-1756 N. Spring Street

. 



Exhibit 4a. Original Moving Building Permit







Exhibit 4b. Select Building Permit 1655 W. Colorado Blvd  

(7/13/1930 Permit shows relationship with the subject building)







Exhibit 4c. Exhibit 4c. List of Building Moving Permits— 
to and from—Standard Oil of California Maintenance 
Facilities 1726-1756 N. Spring Street



Building Permits—MOVING
From and to Standard Oil Maintenance Facilities 
1726-1756 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles

Standard Oil of California was storing, selling, moving, and possibly building the services 
stations, restroom facilities, and other buildings from their Main Plant and Maintenance 
Facilities. The records show complete buildings being moved to and from sites.

The moving records start in 1927, as the steel twin post version of the service station 
first appeared in 1918, these units might have been already assembled on other sites. 
Documentation of this process has not been located. 
 

Indicates the subject building, Jay Risk’s Standard Oil Co. Service Station

Buildings that appear to be the same type as the subject building 

Building moved to the Standard Oil Maintenance Facilities

Key—List of Building Moving Permits 



Building Permits—MOVING—Standard Oil Maintenance Facilities-Spring Street

Date Permit Address FROM Address TO Owner Contractor Building Current 
Use

Building Future 
Use

Building 
Material / Size

Valuation Notes

Jan 24, 1927 2161 Standard Oil Co  
1760 N Spring

5852 Pico Blvd 
SE Corner Fairfax

R B Evans  
1454 S Stalding Ave

self Service Station Fruit and 
Vegetables 

Steel / 14’7”
x29’4”

$100.00 10 foot set-back

Jan 24, 1927 2162 Standard Oil Co  
1760 N Spring

5852 Pico Blvd 
SE Corner Fairfax

R B Evans  
1454 S Stalding Ave

self Service Station Auto Exc. Steel / 14’7”
x29’4”

$100.00 10 foot set-back

Feb 1, 1927 3019 1746 N Spring 11906 San 
Vicente Blvd

Standard Oil Co of 
Cal 605 W 10th St

Service Station Service Station Steel / 14’6”
x14’6”

$200.00 Move Steel Service Station from 
1727 N Spring to above address. No 
Charges above first floor

Apr 28, 1927 12020 1726 N Spring 140 West 
Channel Road, 
Santa Monica 
Canyon

Mrs I G Zaman  
133 Center St, 
Santa Monica Cyn

Service Station Service Station Steel / 14’6”
x14’6”

$75.00 Move Steel Service Station from 
Warehouse 1726 Spring St. No 
Charges above first floor. Concrete 
Floor + Foundation to be 
constructed. 
Standard Steel Building of Standard 
Oil Co Plan of which is on file.

Oct 15, 1927 30557 1716 N Spring St 
150’ N of Wilhardt

1345 S Boyle Ave 
NW cor E 9th St

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Service Station Service Station Steel / 16’x39’ $1200.00 No new Construction above floor 
line. Bldg to be moved on new to 
Floor & Foundation.

Oct 15, 1927 30558 1716 N Spring St 
150’ N of Wilhardt

1345 S Boyle Ave 
NW cor E 9th St

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Ladies Rest Room same Steel / 10’x16’6” $1000.00 No new Construction above floor 
line. Bldg to be moved on new to 
Floor & Foundation.

Oct 18, 1927 30947 1716 N Spring St 
150’ N of Wilhardt

6162 W Pico St 
SE cor. La 
Cienega

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Ladies Rest Room same Steel / 10’x11’6” $1000.00 No new Construction above floor 
line. Bldg to be moved on new to 
Floor & Foundation.

Oct 18, 1927 30948 1716 N Spring St 
150’ N of Wilhardt

6162 W Pico St 
SE cor. La 
Cienega

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Service Station same Steel / 14’6”
x14’6”

$1000.00 No new Construction above floor 
line. Bldg to be moved on new to 
Floor & Foundation.

Dec 21, 1927 37892 1726 N Spring St 5323 Wilshire 
Blvd NE Cor

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Service Station same Steel / 14’7”
x14’7”

$500.00 Bldg to be moved from warehouse 
to above location No new 
Construction above floor line. New 
to Floor & Foundation. Standard O. 
Co Service Station Building.

Dec 28, 1927 38354 1736 N Spring St 306 N Fairfax NE 
cor Beverly + 
Fairfax

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

same Service Station same Steel / 14’7”
x14’7”

$500.00 Bldg to be moved from warehouse 
to above site. New Foundation & 
Floor. New Rough Plumbing. No 
new Construction above floor line.

Feb 23, 1928 5323 1756 N Spring St 1631 Fremont Bet 
Medford & 
Alcanzar

H. Metzler 208 W 
Ave 18

A Lopez Residence same Frame 4 rooms / 
24x26

$350.00 underpinning connect to sewer 
Building Moved

Feb 15, 1928 4339 1756 N Spring St 1631 Fremont st 
Bet Medford & 
Alcanzar

Metzler Miller Box & 
Lbr. Co.  
218 W Ave 18

Frank Arloski Residence 1 Fam same Frame 4 rooms / 
24x28 

$195.00 Move building and put in foundation 
and underpinning. 

Date

1



Jan 31, 1929 2743 Standard Oil Co  
1756 N Spring

624 Sierra St NE 
cor Sierra & Rolle

Rafael P Gonzales 
624 Sierra St

Service Station Service Station Wooden / 
13’x13’

$500.00 No alteration. Service Station 
Building Transfer to above location 
and used as is

May 26, 1930 12217 Standard Oil Co  
1756 N Spring

7098 Hollywood  
Blvd SE cor La 
Brea

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W 10th St

W S Craig &  Son Service Station Service Station Steel / 14’x14’ $500.00 To be moved

Jun 29, 1931 13119 2743 W Pico Blvd 1726 N Spring St 
for Storage

Standard Oil Co of 
Cal 605 W 10th St

Finn Finne general 
contractor civil 
engineer

Gasoline Service Sta none 15’x30 $75.00 removed for storage

Nov 5, 1931 23657 Standard Oil Co  
1726 N Spring

7924 S Western 
ave. btw 79th &  
80th

Henry Claman 1072 
West Blvd

Leslie S Reynolds Gas Station Gas Station Steel / 14’x14’ $450.00 Concrete Foundation &  Floor move 
on and set Standard Oil Type  steel 
building which is fully  constructed  

Dec 1, 1931 25426 1756 N Spring St 
Standard Oil Co

1659 Colorado 
Blvd Eagle Rock 
Mt. Royal & 
Vincent

J M Risk Bell Co Oil Station Oil Station Steel / 14x14 $350.00 [Subject building]  
There is no Buildings Within 50 of 
Building Move Building. New 
Foundation

Mar 10, 1932 4370 1726 N Spring 6822 S Main St 
N/E cor 69th st

Bud Kanter 8207 
Naome Ave

Bud Kanter Gas Station Gas Station Steel / 
14’6’x14’6”

$100.00 The Concrete floor will be 6” thick 
and building will be bolted to 
concrete slab. bldg moved

Mar 21, 1933 3572 1726 N Spring St 2501 W 9th St 
NW cor 
Carondelet

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Miller & Miller Gasoline Filling 
Station

same Steel / 15x15 $500.00 Move Steel bldg onto lot as unit 
Remove old roof and Install New 
Hipped Roof 

Mar 21, 1933 3573 1736 N Spring St 5437 N Figueroa 
St NW cor Ave 53

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Miller & Miller Gasoline Filling 
Station

same Steel / 15x15 $500.00 Move Steel bldg onto lot as unit 
Remove old roof and Install New 
Hipped Roof 

Apr 10, 1933 4911 1726 N Spring St 2604 Beverly  
Blvd SW corner 
Rampart

Standard Oil Co Ca 
Bldg 605 W 10th St

Myers Bros Rest Room Rest Room Steel / 10’x12' $150.00 Move restroom —— install on new 
foundation More than 30’ from any 
building 

Aug 24, 1933 12362 1756 N Spring St 2903 N  
Broadway North 
East Corner 
Griffin Ave

P R McDowell Walter F Lewis Gasoline Service 
Station

same Steel / 12x20 $60.00 Concrete floor— Building moved 
intact

Apr 18, 1934 5244 1726 N Spring St 4181 W 
Washington Blvd 
NW cor 
Crenshaw

Standard Stations 
605 W 10th St

Miller & Miller Rest Room same Steel / 8’6”x10’ $150.00 To move as a unit from the Standard 
Oil Storehouse on Spring St to 
Location as shown above, 

Jul 2, 1934 9491 1726 N Spring St 1026 N Vermont 
Ave SE Sor Santa 
Monica

Standard Stations 
605 W 10th St

Miller & Miller Rest Room same Steel / 6’x10’ $150.00 To move as one unit assembled 
onto above property

Jun 13, 1935 11502 1726 N Spring St Santa Monica 
Blvd at Butler Ave

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Myers Bros Service Station same Steel / 14x28 $500.00 Move building and set on new 
foundation

Permit Address FROM Address TO Owner Contractor Building Current 
Use

Building Future 
Use

Building 
Material / Size

Valuation NotesDate
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Jun 13, 1935 10042 1726 N Spring St 11502 Santa 
Monica Blvd at 
Butler Ave

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Myers Bros Toilet Bldg same Steel / 10x12 $200.00 Move building and set on new 
foundation

Jun 18, 1935 10295 1726 N Spring St 1389 E 7th St 
Alameda & 
Central

Signal Oil Co Myers Bros Service Station Service Station Steel / 12x20 $190.00 Install steel building on new 
foundation

Jul 11, 1935 11861 1726 N Spring St 1387 W Adams Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Miller & Miller Rest Room 2- Gasoline Filling 
Sta & Grease Rack

Steel / 8x10 $50.00 To move bldg as a unit & set up at 
new location

Sep 26, 1935 17240 1726 N Spring St 7098 Hollywood  
Blvd SE cor La 
Brea

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Myers Bros Rest Room same Steel / 10’x12’ $60.00 Move all steel rest rooms & install on 
concrete foundation. Building will be 
10’ from any building on —— and 
10’ from any street property line

Dec 9, 1935 23132 1726 N Spring St  
(out of Storage)

2333 E 4th St 
corner -Soto-

Standard Oil Co 605 
W Olympic

Myers Bros Service Station same Steel / 16’x28’ $250.00 Move bldg & place on new 
foundation

Dec 9, 1935 23133 1726 N Spring St  
(out of Storage)

2333 E 4th St 
corner -Soto-

Standard Oil Co 605 
W Olympic

Myers Bros Grease rack same Steel / 20x20 $400.00 Move bldg & place on new 
foundation & alter same. not 
structural changes

Mar 9, 1936 5181 1726 N Spring St  
(out of Storage)

940 Wilshire Blvd 
Figueroa & Kipp 
Streets

Pacific Auto Park 
619 S Hill St

Myers Bros Service Station Oil Service Station Steel / 15x28 $150.00 Move service Station bldg & Set on 
new foundation 

Apr 1, 1936 7501 1726 N Spring St 900 S Grand  
9th & 10th Sts SE 
cor 9th & Grand 
ave

Standard Oil Co 605 
W 10th St

Miller & Miller Canopy over Pumps same Steel / 4x16 $100.00 To move bldg as a unit to new 
Location & set up

May 28, 1936 13038 1726 N Spring St 5151 Hollywood 
Blvd NW cor 
Winowa

Standard Oil Co 605 
W Olympic

Miller & Miller Rest Room bldg same Steel / 10x12 $200.00 To move 10x12 steel rest room bldg 
as a unit to above address approx 
75’ from Hollywood

Nov 20, 1936 32865 1726 N Spring St 1751 N Vine St 
Yucca & 
Hollywood

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W Olympic

Miller & Miller Steel Pump Canopy same Steel / 4x16 $150.00 To move existing STEEL pump 
canopy intact from 1726 N Spring to 
above Location

Jan 8, 1937 661 1726 N Spring St 1735 South 
Figueroa St  
17th & 18th 
Streets

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W Olympic

Miller & Miller Lubrication  Canopy same Steel / 20x20 $200.00 To move 20x20 open steel canopy  
from existing location to location 
shown above, building to be moved 
as a unit.

Aug 9, 1938 25046 1726 N Spring St 2600 S Maple SE 
Cor Adams

Standard Oil Co of 
Calif 605 W Olympic

Miller & Miller Service Sta Sales 
Office

same Steel / 15x30 $200.00 To move above bldg from present 
location to new as shown above. 
Bldg to be moved as a unit.

Permit Address FROM Address TO Owner Contractor Building Current 
Use

Building Future 
Use

Building 
Material / Size

Valuation NotesDate
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Exhibit 5. Photographs

Exhibit 5a. Exterior

Exhibit 5b. Interior

Exhibit 5c. Historic Photograph



Exhibit 5a. Exterior 



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View northeast, from Colorado Blvd. (Schafer 2020)

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View north. (CRISNET 2022)



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View northeast. Photographed after the owner started to disassemble the building. (Sullivan 2022)

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View north. Photographed after the owner started to disassemble the building. (Luftman 2022)



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station. View south, from service station office. (CRISNET 2022)



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View southwest, from backyard. (CRISNET 2022)

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View southwest, from backyard. (CRISNET 2022)



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View southeast. Photographed after the owner started to disassemble the building. (Sullivan 2022)



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  View south from the alley. (Luftman 2022)



Exhibit 5b. Interior 



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  Interior. View northeast. Photographed after the owner started to disassemble the building. 
(Sullivan 2022)

Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station.  Interior. View east. Photographed after the owner started to disassemble the building. 
(Sullivan 2022)



Exhibit 5c. Historic Photograph



Jay Risk Standard Oil Co. Service Station. View north. (Warren 1998)



Exhibit 6. Historic References

Exhibit 6a. Gas Station as Form—Standard Oil of California

Exhibit 6b. 1659 W. Colorado Ave. Service Station Operators 1931-1939

Exhibit 6c. 1659 W. Colorado Ave. Post Automotive Services Use 1939-2022

Exhibit 6d. U. S Highway 66 (Route 66) 



Exhibit 6a. Gas Station as Form—Standard Oil of California



Gasoline station types identified in an analysis by National Petroleum News, 1910-1990.

An example of an independent seller of Standard Oil of California brands of gasoline from the "shed". Circa 1911. 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 64 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Oct 11, 1914; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. II4

1914-10-11 LATimes -Standard Oil buys National Supply Stations-ad.

Relying on science and technology to 

propel the search for oil and gas, we 

made ground-breaking discoveries  

from the San Joaquin Valley to Southern 

California in the 1910s. As the state’s 

No. 1 oil producer, we provided job 

opportunities and spurred development 

throughout California.

Left: A company-operated station in Oakland.  
Above: National Supply Stations Inc., which we 
acquired in 1914, provided a fast-growing station 
network for sales of our products. Right: Drillers at 
Coalinga Field, 1912. Far right, top: A steam tractor 
used to pull wagons from the railhead to the main 
camp at our Coalinga Field. Far right, below: We 
drilled our first well at the Coalinga Field in 1912.

We fueled California’s growth when we introduced our first “filling” stations in 

California in 1913, creating major outlets for our product sales. Within six years, we  

led the West with a total of 218 stations, more than our next three rivals combined. 

National Supply Stations circa 1913. In 1914 Standard Oil of California purchased the chain 
of 34 stations, adapting the station design as their own.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

STATIONS PASS TO STANDARD OIL.: NATIONAL SUPPLY SYSTEM PURCHASED, ANNOUNCEMENTOF COMPANY SAYS.
Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Oct 13, 1914; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. I10

1914-10-13 LATimes -Standard Oil buys 
National Supply Stations-article.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 24 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Sep 7, 1915; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. I9



Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 182, Number 30, 30 May 1915 — SERVICE STATIONS 
BECOME MORE POPULAR. [ARTICLE+ILLUSTRATION] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1915-08Standard_Oil_Bulletin. p7

1915-11Standard_Oil_Bulletin p135.



1914-11-13 LA Herald Standard Oil Co-Ad 



1918-10 Bulletin Standard Oil Company. This is the first time a photograph of the 1918 version of the Standard service station, all steel with two 
post supporting the canopy, was used in the company magazine. 



1918-06-19 National Petroleum News 1918 p1369.



1921-11 Bulletin_Standard_Oil_Company_p114.



1922-04 Bulletin Standard Oil Company  p265.



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 18 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Mar 12, 1924; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 14



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 97 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Jul 19, 1931; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. K19



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 7 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Apr 5, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
pg. 9

1932-04-05 LATimes -By 1932 Standard Oil of California's ads started to feature their new Art Deco stations.—Ad.



Exhibit 6b. 1659 W. Colorado Ave. Service Station Operators  
1931-1939



1932-05-06 Eagle Rock Advertiser -C A Brown Buys Out Oil Service

1932-05-13 Eagle Rock Advertiser -Help Wanted, 
Salesmen—oil on commission

1932-04-22 Eagle Rock Advertiser -Motorists-Ad  1932-04-29 Eagle Rock Advertiser -Motorists Oil Service-Ad            



1939-01-02 Highland Park News-Herald -Leco ad 

1938-11-20 LATimes p20 -classified ad.

1938-11-20 LATimes p20 -40 Miles 1 Gal 
-classified ad.

1937-06-05 LATimes-Travel-eze trailer -classified ad-

1935-01-07 Eagle Rock Advertiser -Genuine Super Power



Exhibit 6b. 1659 W. Colorado Ave. Post Automotive Services Use  
1939-2022



1960-03-31 Eagle Rock Sentinel -Clairville Plumbing-stores of Eagle Rock

1939-01-26 Eagle Rock Advertiser -Stop & Shop Market opens -article



Exhibit 6c. U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) 



 
 
 

August 26, 2022 
 

Cultural Heritage Commission  
City of Los Angeles, Department of Planning  
221 N. Figueroa St., Ste. 1350  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Cultural Heritage Commissioners: 

 
I am sending this letter in response to a request for information regarding the service station 
located at 1659 W. Colorado Blvd. in Eagle Rock, California.  
 
According to our documentation and research, the station is located on an historic 1934-1936 
construction alignment of U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66). Our office considers all alignments 
of Route 66 to be of importance because they tell the full story of the highway including 
engineering, construction, social, commercial and other developmental history of the road. 
According to historic advertisements in newspapers and publications such as the 1935 Eagle 
Rock Advertiser, the station was in operation during the historic period of use for the 
construction alignment and would have been in service to automobilists along the route 
during this time. As such, the property would be considered associated with Route 66 and 
eligible for grant funding through our program office (please note that other eligibility 
criteria also apply).     
 
Regarding specific documentation of the building, in 2018 we undertook research of existing 
historic property inventory surveys to identify auto-related properties along Route 66 
alignments from Pasadena to Santa Monica. This was part of a larger multi-year effort by my 
office to record Route 66 historic properties throughout California as per Route 66 property 
types defined in the U.S. Highway 66 in California Multiple Property Documentation Form. 
As a result, we have incorporated the 2017 Survey LA data for the station into our inventory 
database, and we refer you to the Historic Places LA inventory form for that information:  
http://www.historicplacesla.org/reports/6541f992-9c9a-46bc-a386-153112c4a96a.  
 
Please let us know if we can be of further assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kaisa Barthuli 
Program Manager 

   Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program 
 

 

United States Department of the Interior 
 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
National Trails Office – Regions 6,7,8 

1100 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 



The Eagle Rock construction alignment of U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) is shown in light brown. (Google Map Route 66 in California 2022)

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?msa=0&mid=1WQh7ZWrlp7-bdSmE763t4RS5V_0&ll=34.11957875280719%2C-118.22293092832032&z=13


Exhibit 7. SurveyLA Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area, 		
	 Individual Resource, 1659 W Colorado Blvd.

Exhibit 6. Historic References



Northeast Los Angeles  

Individual Resources – 02/06/17                                                                                  
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 Primary Address: 1659 W COLORADO BLVD 

Name:   

Year built: 1919 

Architectural style: No style 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1980 

Sub theme: The Car and Car Services, 1910-1960s 

Property type: Commercial - Auto Related 

Property sub type: Gas/Service Station 

Criteria: A/C; 1/3; 1/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent and very rare example of a 1919 service station in Eagle Rock; this property appears to be 

the oldest remaining service station building in the city. Originally constructed on Spring Street in 

Downtown Los Angeles, it was relocated to its current site in 1931. 

 

 Primary Address: 1717 W COLORADO BLVD 

Other Address: 1719 W COLORADO BLVD 

Name:  Der Wienerschnitzel 

Year built: 1966 

 Architectural style: Googie 

Context 1: 

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980 

Sub context: L.A. Modernism, 1919-1980 

Theme: Post-War Modernism, 1946-1976 

Sub theme: Googie, 1935-1969 

Property type: Commercial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent example of Googie commercial architecture in Eagle Rock, incorporating an A-frame. 

 

  



����������	�
��
�
	�
�����
�����������������������������
�������������������� 
���
		��
����������������  !"�"#$%&' ()*+**,����)-� ./01 2'3&4�+'&2�56243#420&78 9:;;*<=�5>?�@08� AB/$2>�C'/0B&'>�D'E7  +DF�,),�G�DH!I�C,� +>>&>>/'� 2'3&4�"/<�5+ "8 ,))J;(K;;9� A'230 AH�-)()� L2M�H&@&'&N3& L�C�,;G=�5OPA�(8� C4/3Q "/N&� ./0 RH�9� +'%�5./0�6#0�H&@&'&N3&8 "/N&� L2M�OB&&0 ()*+**,� ST��	��U������������������� 6/$$#NE0V� 42N�+'&2 "/'0B&2>0�./>�+NW&4&>� +'&2� 42NNENW�6/$$E>>E/N F2>0�./>�+NW&4&>� "&EWB%/'B//7�6/#N3E4 F2W4&�H/3Q� 6/#N3E4�IE>0'E30 6I�(-�G�X&YEN�7&�.&ZN� 6&N>#>�A'230�[ (=(;<;;� .+ICO�IE>0'E30�\@@E3& ./>�+NW&4&>�L&0'/� �
�������������]��������������U
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